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What’s Driving Data Center Growth?
 Each home in the U.S. has an average of 16 connected devices
 Every day, Netflix users stream 203,840,000 hours of content
 98% of Americans have a smart phone
 Google Maps/Waze use is, on average, 269 minutes per month per user
 Google Maps receives updates at a remarkable rate of 200 contributions 

per second, amounting to 200 million pieces of data from users every day, 
ensuring constant currentness
 Banking is now digital, with around 77-85% of U.S. adults banking online at 

least partially, primarily via mobile apps (around 55%) or web browsers
 Travel bookings are now made online, with estimates ranging 

from around 70% to 74% of total bookings in 2024/2025





Water Consumption/Year in the US
 Agriculture – 118 billion gallons/day for irrigation (USGS)
 Beef – 21.2 trillion gallons (University of Nebraska)
 Golf Courses – 547 billion gallons (USGA)
 Data centers – 17 billion gallons
 Soft drinks – 11.9 billion gallons













Policy Trends Related to Water and Data Centers
 Virginia - HB 496/SB 553 – requires water utilities to disclose in their DEQ reports the 

amount of water consumed by data centers (both potable and reclaimed)
 Virginia HB 153/SB 94 – Requires site assessment of data center sites to review 

sound profiles along with impacts on water, parks, historical properties
 Michigan SB 237 (2024) – Ties SUT exemption to:

• Using water efficient fixtures and practices.
• Treating, infiltrating, and harvesting rainwater.
• (Recycling water before discharging.
• Partnering with local water utilities to use discharged water for irrigation and other water 

conservation purposes.
• Using reclaimed water if possible for data center operations.
• Supporting water restoration in local watersheds.
• On being placed in service, the facility will use municipal water sourced from a municipal water 

system that has available capacity to serve the facility, and a qualified entity or its affiliates 
claiming the exemption will certify to the Michigan strategic fund in accordance with subsection 
(6)(c) that this requirement is met.



Strategies for Water Agencies
 Identify and secure NOW additions to rights of way to expand water availability
 Develop plans to rapidly scale water availability
 Evaluate water reuse opportunities in your community
 Consider rate structures that encourage water conservation/reuse in industrial 

settings
 Have a policy on when to execute confidentiality agreements
 Prepare “facts” document regarding industrial water use in the community
 Leverage public-private partnerships to add new infrastructure



Questions or Comments?

CONFIDENTIAL 16


	The Politics of Water and Economic Development
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	What’s Driving Data Center Growth?
	Slide Number 7
	Water Consumption/Year in the US
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Policy Trends Related to Water and Data Centers
	Strategies for Water Agencies
	Questions or Comments?

